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From The Director
Ypsilanti Community Utilities
Authority is in the process of
completing an extensive expansion of the wastewater treatment plant on State Road. The
expansion will increase the
treatment capacity from 28.9 to
45.9 million gallons of wastewater per day. The project includes the replacement and
addition of equipment to improve the efficiency of YCUA
operations.
As part of the expansion, air
ionization units have been installed as an additional method
of mitigating the odors that are
emitted from the treatment
processes. Performance testing for air ionization has been
completed and, in the coming
months, we anticipate that the
final adjustments will be implemented which will maximize the
performance of the units and
minimize odorous emissions
from the plant. During the adjustment phases, chemical additives will be utilized throughout the treatment process as a
means of controlling odorous
air at and around the plant location.
YCUA staff is concerned with
the odorous emissions that may
have been detected by customers near the wastewater plant.
We are sympathetic to the needs
of our customers in the surrounding neighborhoods and greatly
appreciate your patience as we
finalize the odor control program.

In the event that you detect odors
emanating from the treatment
facility, it would be of great assistance if you were to contact our
operations control room at
734.484.4600 extension 137.
There is a wastewater operator on
staff in the control room 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week. If a
report is received, YCUA staff will
inspect the treatment facility to
determine which of the processes
is emitting the odorous air and
will promptly respond to the reporting customer.
Thank you for your patience and
understanding as we continue
working to improve our services
and operations in order to provide
the most efficient and cost effective wastewater treatment operations to our customers. Please
feel free to contact me at
734.484.4600 extension 135 or
visit the YCUA website at www.
ycua.org for further information
and updates on the expansion

- YCUA Director

Visit our website at
www.ycua.org
for more information on
these and other topics.

YCUA Replacement Incinerator
Receives Statewide Engineering Award
Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority’s World-Class Biosolids
Incineration System has received an Honorable Award in the
Engineering and Surveying Excellence Awards Competition
sponsored by the American Council of Engineering Companies
of Michigan and the Michigan Society of Professional Engineers.
YCUA and Tetra Tech, its consulting engineers, were honored at
the ACEC Awards Banquet at the Soaring Eagle Casino in Mount
Pleasant on February 24, 2007.
With the installation of this new technology, YCUA has set the
standard for emissions. The YCUA replacement incinerator is
the cleanest sludge-burning incinerator in the country. With its
fluidized bed and
four levels of exhaust air control
equipment,
the
replacement incinerator uses the
cleanest-burning
technology in the
country.
The YCUA Board of
Commissioners
had a vision for
improving air quality. They made a commitment to carry out this
vision in 2000 by selecting a clean, efficient, fluidized bed sewage sludge incinerator system to replace the existing multiple
hearth unit from the options available for biosolids disposal. The
new replacement furnace and air cleaning system were designed in 2002, received a permit from Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality in 2003, and went into a successful operation in August of 2006. This system consists of a new, highly
efficient furnace, with four stages of air cleaning processes including two stages of water scrubbers, one wet electrostatic
precipitator and an activated carbon filter. This is the only municipal biosolids incinerator system in the United States with
carbon filters to polish the exhaust prior to release. Performance testing conducted in July of 2006 demonstrated that the
air quality from the new YCUA system met all MDEQ parameters.
As a result, YCUA is proud to say it has the cleanest burning biosolids incinerator system in the U.S.

It’s Time To Winterize!
The time to prepare your home for winter is before the freezing temperatures and snow arrive.
Follow these tips to help prevent frozen pipes in your home:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Your water and wastewater service providers

Disconnect outdoor hoses and make sure hose bibs are not dripping.
Insulate pipes in unheated areas or seal off unheated areas.
Find your water meter shutoff so if a break does occur, you can turn off your water service
quickly.
If you have an in-ground sprinkler system, contact your dealer about scheduling an appointment to have your system thoroughly winterized.
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Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion/
Improvements Project Wins Award
YCUA’s recently expanded and improved wastewater treatment
plant has received an award for the Best Project Team Over $25
Million at the 2007 Pyramid Awards sponsored by the Washtenaw
Contractors Association. YCUA, consulting engineers Tetra Tech,
and construction contractor The Christman Company, were honored
at the Pyramid Awards Gala at the Kensington Court Hotel in Ann
Arbor on March 2, 2007.
These team members
worked together for three
and a half years to complete YCUA’s wastewater
treatment plant expansion
and improvements project.
The work involved building
a new facility surrounding
the existing one and then
blending the renovated
plant to create a single
modern operation.
Due to the close proximity of the YCUA facility to Willow Run Airport,
FAA approval was required for crane boom height limits to avoid
issues with air traffic landing approach height restrictions. Christman created and monitored detailed crane location schedules and
kept in constant communication with the airport to ensure safety.
The team also had to overcome the challenge of keeping the facility
operating while construction took place. Tetra Tech was keen to the
fact that construction needs were secondary to YCUA’s operational
needs and presented designs with this in mind. Because of the
uniqueness of the project, two construction teams worked on opposite sides of the facility to successfully meet the goals of the project.
With the help of all team members, the plant was able to maintain
smooth operation through construction. YCUA can now process 45
million gallons of wastewater per day compared to the 29 million
gallons per day processed before the renovations were completed.

YCUA Employee Dennis Lewis Sets
New World Record
It's been more than 30 years since Dennis Lewis began high jumping as
a freshman at Ypsilanti High School. It wasn't too long after he graduated in 1977 that he began to break high jump records and didn’t let a
number stop him from breaking more in 2006. Shortly before turning 47
years old, Dennis Lewis set a new men's high jump world record in the
M45 age group at the EMU Classic at Eastern Michigan University on
February 11, 2006. He cleared 2.04 meters / 6 feet, 8.25 inches to top
the previous world record of
1.95m/6-4.75 set by Bruce
McBarnette on Jan. 29, 2006.
In recent years, Dennis has floated in
and out of competitive events, often
appearing to upstage college athletes 20 years his junior. He did this
without much training and, since
1999, he hadn't competed in one
full indoor or outdoor season. Dennis tends to shun the limelight and it
is not uncommon for him to show up
at a meet at the last minute, set a
new mark, and leave before any awards can be handed out. He stays in
shape by playing basketball and lifting weights. Dennis was also recently
inducted into the Ypsilanti High School Hall of Fame.

YCUA Employees Swiftly Called To Action To
Overcome Water Main Break
Shortly after noon on Thursday, February 15, 2007 the contractor demolishing the Bridge Road Water Treatment Plant damaged a 16” diameter
water main running through the plant grounds, resulting in the loss of approximately 2 ½ million gallons of water and severely affecting water delivery to the southern half of Ypsilanti Township. An immediate response by
Water Distribution Operator Don Asher enabled YCUA to maintain positive,
although somewhat lower than normal, pressure in the system. Distribution saw an almost immediate increase in flow rates.
YCUA Service Department staff, with assistance from Engineering and
Maintenance personnel, quickly identified the affected area and isolated
the break. With the system stabilized, Service Department and Engineering staff put together a repair plan.
While the break was being isolated, Distribution and Service personnel
were monitoring chlorine residuals within the distribution system. Customer Service staff found themselves busy responding to customer calls
regarding the low water pressures and reassuring those customers of the
safety of our drinking water.
The following day, the contractor at Bridge Road excavated an area around
the break, providing a safe work area for Service Department personnel.
Repair by Service Department personnel included replacement of 13’ of
16” water main and one 16” 22* bend. Repairs were completed around
2:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 17.
YCUA’s Compliance Department performed bacteriological analysis on
samples taken from the repaired water main, and on Sunday, February 18,
the water main was returned to service.
This incident highlights the phenomenal levels of professionalism, knowledge, expertise, and teamwork found in each YCUA department and its
employees. It also demonstrates a major success accomplished only with
the contributions of everyone involved.

YCUA Employees Join in
United Way Day of Caring
September 14, 2006
marked the Washtenaw
United Way’s 2006 Day
of Caring. Each year, the
Washtenaw United Way
kicks off its fund drive
period with this event,
which calls for groups of
individuals to volunteer
for one day to benefit
their communities. YCUA
employees eagerly join in
the Day of Caring activities each year and our hats are off to those employees whose efforts that
day made a difference. A team of eight YCUA employees participated in
this year’s Washtenaw County United Way Day of Caring and worked at The
Ypsilanti Salvation Army Corps Center. They worked hard cleaning the interior of the building and landscaping the surrounding grounds.

